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£ Alvin Baltrop: Photographs 1965-2003 @Third
Streaming
JTF (just the facts): A total of 58
black and white and color Sponsor

photographs, framed in black and
matted, and hung in a single room
gallery space with small dividing
walls. The show contains 47 black
and white images, 11 color images, a
glass case with various photographs
and ephemera, a portfolio, and a
carousel of 35mm color slides
projected on the wall. The black and
white images are generally vintage
gelatin silver prints, with a handful of modern prints (in editions of 15) mixed in.
The color images are modern digital c-prints, also in editions of 15. All of the
works were taken between 1965 and 2003. Physical dimensions of the prints
range from 4x5 to 9x13. (Installation shots at right.)

Comments/Context: Alvin Baltrop's photographs of the subculture of life on JA NET BORDEN, INC
the abandonded West side piers in New York in the 1970s and 1980s mix danger
and tenderness, public and private, in ways that brim with truthful, gritty

energy. This broad retrospective show stretches from early images of his time in Sponsor ..............................................................
the military all the way to late pictures of hospital life, but it is the pier
photographs that are his lasting and durable legacy.

Many of Baltrop's photographs
capture the backgdrop of the pier
environment itself: the exposed
steelwork, the rotting wood, the
slabs of pavement, and the dark
open spaces punctuated by shafts of
light streaming through cracks and
broken windows. There is a sense of
expansive emptiness in these
pictures, of vast uninhabited areas, a
few carved up by the artistic
experiments of Gordon Matta-Clark
and others. It is a world of crumbling disintegration, only a few steps from utter
ruin.

Alejandro Chaskielberg
YOSSI MILO GALLERY

Sponsor

The cast of characters that passed through this collapsing world included a
spectrum of New York's forgotten and marginal: runaways, homeless people,
criminals, prostitutes, and men looking for gay sex. Baltrop captures these
people in intimate portraits and everyday nudes, and often in the stolen
moments of fleeting encounters, hasty couplings standing up against the




backdrop of grime. While the lazy images of sunbathing make the scene seem
open and accepting, a few images of covered corpses and lingering policemen
attest to the rough violence lurking just underneath the surface.

While not every one of these pictures is particularly memorable, the body of
work on the whole has an immediacy and authenticity that keeps it fresh after
many passing years. The images mix on-your-guard tension with brief moments
of understanding, documenting an invisible strata of individuals searching for

connection and acceptance.

Collector's POV: The prints in this

show are priced as follows. The

modern prints, either color or black
and white, are $2000 each. The
vintage gelatin silver prints were all
marked "price on request" and I

didn't ask for more information.

Baltrop's work hasn't yet made it to
the secondary markets, so gallery
retail is likely the only option for
interested collectors at this point.
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My favorite image in the show was Untitled, 1975-1986; it's the middle image in
the third column from the right in the top installation shot. I like the slashing
intersection of the steel girders and the layers of angles and shadows created by

the decaying structure.

Rating: * (one star) GOOD (rating system described here)

Transit Hub:

e Artist site (here)

e Review: New Yorker (here)

Alvin Baltrop: Photographs 1965-2003

Through May 28th

Third Streaming
10 Greene Street

2nd Floor
New York, NY 10013
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The Checklist

Which New York photography shows
currently on view should you make an
effort to see? Use our most recent
Checklist to plan your visit.

v 2011 (194)
» July (1)
» June (36)
» May (41)
¥ April (41)

Chris Marker: PASSENGERS @Peter
Blum Chelsea

The Checklist: 04/28/11
Yuki Onodera @Milo

Jo Ratcliffe: As Terras do Fim do
Mundo @Walther C...

Ray Mortenson: Full Scale /
Meadowland Still Lifes...

Ruud van Empel, Wonder @Stux

Auction: Photographs, May 10, 2011
@Bonhams

Auction: New York Signature Vintage
& Contemporary...

Auction Results: Post-War and
Contemporary Art, Ap...

Andreas Gefeller, The Japan Series
Hasted Kraeutl...

The Checklist: 04/21/11
Mark Morrisroe: From This Moment
On @Artists Space...

Max Kozloff: New York Means

Business 1977-1984 @Hi...

Alvin Baltrop: Photographs
1965-2003 @Third Stream...

After the Gold Rush: Contemporary





